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fflE MYSTERY GIRL
A Fatclnating Romaneo of Baffling Plot and Throbbing Lew lnter$t
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A Tepic eI Conversation

mj ,at, looking off Inte vacancy,
I)ckwoed studied her. he

laid, seftly: ,,,.
bad, ion t it"It's toe

Anita sighed, and then sud-jta.- lv

i de you mean? What's
.,0!.?'.Lr It Is that troubles you."

deep blue cycB met her own. but
SSL no sign of response of ac- -

CR?ffi ?lStai aulckly,

'fcdon'fge," ,eried Pinky,
ererhearing.. "Why, 50UVC only just

eeme.'
"Yps.

THE STORY

Certnttt

t'",

Then

yes."
"what

roust go," Raid Miss Mjru- -

uoed aiternoen, mra,
s&t;"w,b" mc

rcSg all the ethers In general
w of farewell, the stramfe girl nent

the front doer, and paused for the
ttendant Negi te open It.

the assistant butler bi

and he punctiliously waited
Mls Austin had but encd her

!evc and bad given an adjusting pat te
Jer veil, after tjecting glance In the

Then he opened the doer witlf'an
nlr. and closed it behind her

eparting figure.
But it was immediately flung open

jnin by Pinky Payne, who ran
nreiigh it and after the girl.

"Wait a minute. Miss Austin. Hew
Rt veu walk! I'm going home with

"P!fnse net." she said, indifferently.
scarcely glancing at him.

"Yep. Ootte. Getting near dusk,
i sod veu might be kidnapped. Needn't

talk 'if you don't want te."
l'I never want to talk!" was the

surprising and crisply Bpeken retort.
"Well, didn't say you needn't!

Den'ti get wratby don't 'ec, don't 'ee
he'w, as my old Scotch nurse used

flossy."
But .Mis iuystery gave uim no ioek,

although she allowed hira te fall into
.en beside her. find the two walked rap- -

I Mly alone.
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li',1 "How'd you like the leeks of the
Pinky asked, hoping te ln- -

nce conversation.
"I scarcely saw him."
"Oh', jeti saw him, though you had

malt ptinnpn tn cnt bmiw him Pfti.
H feet old brick, but n little edge of

Iste. Arpreachlng matrimony, I sup-pos- e.

I)ld you notice his ruby stick-
pin;"

"Yes; it didn't seem te suit him at
nil.",

"Ne: he's a conservative dresser.
Rut that pin, it's a famous gem, was
(iiui nun uy ins en class. i mean ins
graduating clas. but long after they
graduated, and he had te premise te
near it once a week, se he usually gets
into it en Sundays. It's a corking

jfitene!"
YTes," tald Miss Austin.

On reaching the Adams house, the
rlrl said a quick goed-b- and Plnkv
Payne found himself nt liberty te go in
and see the ether members of the house-
hold, or te go home, for Miss Austin
disappeared Inte the hnll and up the
staircase with the rapidity of a dis-
solving view.

Yeung Payne turned away nnd
vtrelled slenly back te the Waring
home, wondering what it was about
the disagreeable young woman that
wade him nav anv nftpntlnn tn her
at an.

He found her the topic of discussion
IF..H h. eI.l

"Of all rude people," Mrs. Peyton
decared, "she was certainly the

l "She Wnc!" TTeInn i.,l T

'wouldn't make her out at all. And I
llden t call her pretty, either."
II I de." nhl.Pl-v.r- l Tmllif Ttnfei. "T

nil L... ...... . """ .
1011 " Hi)- - preuj and pebsessen et
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"Charm!"' scoffed Helen; "I can't
We"".t.

"She in't rude," Pinky defendednt absent. "I'm sure. Mrs. Peyton,
( hl r a,,ie, 10St politely. Why

rtnuid she have stned longer? She
own t knew any 0f usnnd, perhaps
rtJ ten't like any of us."

That's It." Gorden Lockwood
ed. "She flnesn't like us I'mnre of that. Well, why should she. iftte deein't want te?"'Uhl rlinn1.1, I fill i j

Tier. '&hea se terribly superior
i eur ner- - S11P acts as If she

!' ,?."?" the Pnrtll yff nobody knows who
i,?..or n 'hlng about her."

W...I
rp 1S m,s Austin?" asked Dr.

!m
retu,'ning- - Hul,e composed and

j, ''he .ynt home." Informed Mrs.
; Are you all right. Jehn?"

i"5 ' 'hat. The awkward accident
wnched my nerves, nnd I wanted tenin away nnd hide."
. Je smiled whimsically, loekine like

naughty schoe'bo.v. and Emily Bates
mi t ,..anfl "n'1 flr,,w' hlll down te n

M'mm' n,,a'ie ye" "iron lf- - Tehn?"
ititB a nrcet l00lt lnt0 nl8

.i" hesitated n moment, and his own
Lep Snn,,.1,,re''. H'en he said. "I don't
ltn Li. ",J ' ' suppose it. was a

contraction of the muscles

BatPS didn,t l00'! Kntisfled. butl"' ad nnt mi.c... i. ..vi.j rri
' iscusslen of Anltn was resumed.
r.K,,1"'! you Uke her leeks, Dr.
7.v"h Jjeien I'evten IIBKl'll.
nll K1IS.Vy saw her-- " wn the quiet
?F "Dl TOM nil nrlmlrn hprH"

-.- r8.mcnf s did," Mrs. Hates
v

'le- - for one- - Wd you
r. V. ",,rp' Jehn''

; "nrinK stared at
Aever." Iip ripini-p.- i

"t a",: b"
... u" l snow,

'it-- aiiu ie.i
0fjresM '.
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the question.
'Imvede ""owceuw

I'm sure." Mrs.
"1 just had u sort of

neer saw the girl be- -
"'J. in m,i lifp.i reasserted.. . ... ...

" t
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h an,,0,Hunday evening theSi .wl,?W 1,lnc(1 n'ene' Oftencr
lht ti

tllore wpre guests, but te- -
mere uerp nnlv flie T,."i I.Wlrn ,.?.n,,1 l T. i,,0)i(it -- ''wu.i uiui iieun waring

'feoen'nn'V'!. Jl?d ,,0,,rtaJ- - S"n1?J
una ana h vu...i .....
lnfflilu v iimilf nn

best te satisfy the exactions
ibl f,eJten as te bis bervlce at

waB',D a talkative moodji",, commented vninhiv - k. .n..
, MItrnoen, Mlis AusUn.
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She met little response, for her
mother was absorbed in the training
of the Japanese, and the two men
seemed indisposed te pursue the sub-
ject.

"Don't you think she's odd looking?"
Helen asked of Dr. Waring.

"Odd looking," he. repented! "Idon't knew. I didn't notice her espe-
cially. 8h scesied te me a rather
distinguished type."

"Distinguished Is the word," agreed
Lockwood. "What about the lecture
tomorrow night, Docter? Will Fes-send-

take care of it?"
"Ne: I must lecture myself tomor-

row night. I'm sorry,' for I'm busy
with that book revision. However, I'll
leek up some data this evening, andI shall be readv for it."

"Of course you will," laughed Mrs.Peyton. "Yeu were never caught un- -
reauv ier nnytningi"

'But It means some work," Waring
added, as he rose from the table.

He went lni lm eturl u.,t
by Lockwood. whose experience made
him aware nf utiiit hnnUu i,ie M.ir
would need, and be begnn at once te
take them from the shelves.
. "Itleht." Wnrlnv entrl lnnLln.
the armful of volumes Lockwood placed
en the desk and seating himself in the
swivel chain

"Bring me Marcus Aurcllus, toe,
please, and Martial."

"The classic touch," Lockwood
smiled.
C,!'ts' ,lt adds dignity, if one is abit shy of material," Waring admitted,

y. "That's fall. Lock-wee- d;

leu mav go, if you like."
iNe. sir. I'll stay until eleven orse. I m pretty busy with the reports,

nnd, toe, some one may call whom I'can take care of."
"Goed chap you are, Lockwood. Iappreciate it. Vry well, tucii, don'tb0er me unless absolutely necessary."
The secretary left the recfm nnd closedthe study doer behind blm.

The Tragedy
This doer gave en te the end of thecress hall, and the hall ended then,

in a roomy window sent, and also helda book rack and table; altogether a
comfortable and useful nook, frequently
occupied by Gorden Lockwood. The
window looked out en the benutlful
lake View. nS llld the arant ...,!.. .!.dew, and it also commanded a view ofthe highroad en which steed, not far
aw-ay- . the Adams bearding-hous- e.

xocKweod ledged there, as being
mere convenient, but most of hiswaking hours were spent in his em.
Plover 8 home. A perfect secretary he
had proved himself te be, for his pre-
science amounted almost te clalrvev-anc- c.

and his imperturbability was
useful in keeping troublesome

people or things away from Jehn War-
ing.

Se, he determined te stay on guard,
lest a chance caller should come tedisturb the doctor nt his work.

But Lockwood's own wers was some-
what neglected. Try us he would teconcentrate unen It. hn mnM nnt ..
tirely dismiss from his mind a certainmysterious little face, whose meaning
eluded him. Fer once, Gorden Lock-wee- d,

render of faces, was baffled. He
ceuldn t classify the girl who was both
rude and charming, both cruel and pa-
thetic.

At any rate he thought nbeut her
while his work waited. And. then, he
thought of ether things for he had
troubles of his own, had this super-
cilious young man. And troubles which
t.iim-i- i nun mr mere mat they were
seraia money troubles, In fact. His
whole nature revolted nt the mere
thought of mercenary considerations,
but If one is short of funds one must
recognize the ..condition, distasteful
though it be.

At 0:.S0 Negi came with u tray bear-
ing water and glas$ Under the
watchful eye of Mrs. the Jap-
anese tapped at the study doer nnd, In
response to the master's bidding, went
in with his tray. He left it punctil-
iously en the table directed, and with
his characteristic bow, departed agnin.

At 10:30 Mrs. Peyton and Helen
went upstairs te their rooms, the house-
keeper having given Negi strict nnd
definite instructions, which included his
remaining en duty until the master
should also retire.

And the night were on.
A clear, cold night, with a late-risl-

moon, past the full, but still with its
great jellew disc nearly round.

It shone down on what seemed like
fairyland, for the sleet that had cov-
ered the trees with a coating of ice,
and had fringed eaves nnd fences with
Icicles, had ceased, and left the glitter-
ing landscape frozen and sparkling In
the still, cold air.

And when, some hours Inter, the sun
rose on the same chill scene Its rajs
made no perceptible impression en the
cold and the mercury stajed down at
its lowest winter record.

And se even the stolid Japanese Ite
shivered, and his yellow teeth chattered
as he knocked at Mrs. Pej ten's doer
In the early dawn of Monday morning.

"What is it?" she cried, springing
from her bed te unbolt her doer.

"Grave news, madam," and the Orl- -
ctnl bowed before her.

"What has happened? Tell me, Ite."
"I am net sure, madam but, the

master "
"Yes, what about Dr. Waring?"
"He Is he Is asleep in his study."
"Asleep in bis study! Ite, what de

you mean?"
"That, madam. His bed is unslept

In. His room doer ajar. I looked in
the study through from the dining-roo- m

he Is there by his desk "
"Asleep, Ite jeu said asleep!"
"Yes madam but I de net knew.

And Negi he is gene."
"Gene! Where te?"
"That also; I de net knew. Will

madam come nnd leek?"
"Ne; I will net! I knew semetbine

has happened ! I knew something would
happen ! Ite, he is net asleep he

"Don't say It, madam. We de net
knew."

"Find out! Ge in nnd speak te
him."

"But the doer is locked. I tiled
It."

"Locked! The study doer locked, and
Dr. Warlnu still in there? Hew de you
knew?"

"I peeped from the dining-roo- m win-
dow and I could see him, leaning down
on his desk."

"Frem the dining-roo- window!
mlat de jeu mean?"

"The sma.ll little inside windows.
Madam knows?"

The study had been added te the
Waring house after the house had been
built for tome years. Wherefore, the
dlnlnc-roe- previously with a lake
view from its windows, yns cut off from
that view. But the windows, three
small, hquare ones, remained, and se,
looked Inte the new study.

However, the study, a higher ceiling
being desired, had its fleer sunken six
feet or mere, which brought the win-
dows far toe high te see through from
the study side, but one could leek
threuKh them from the dining-roo-

The original sashe had been replaced
by beautiful stained glass, opaque save
for a few tlnv tinnsparent bits through
which n persistent and curious-minde- d

person might discern some parts of the
study.

The stained glass sashes were, im-
movable, and were there mere for a
decoration than for utility's sakt,
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